
*About Joining the Division
All writers are welcome to join the NFB Writers' Division. Though the Division is primarily made up of blind/visually impaired writers, writing in all genres, we also do have sighted members who have a particular interest in blindness-related issues.
The purpose of this organization shall be to advance the interests and expand the opportunities of blind writers, to share the spirit and techniques of writing and publishing, and to promote the welfare of blind persons through writing. 
We have a mailing list for communicating on a daily basis. The list for writing related discussions is called STYLIST. Member’s posts will ask questions and get advice on all phases of writing. It is sometimes used for off topic types of discussions; getting into life, history and philosophical subjects which may lead up to writing, but there is monitoring to safeguard all sensibilities. You can join at the NFB web site - www.nfbnet.org Once on that site, follow the links to where you can join the NFB mailing list and on that page you can choose the NFB Writers' division's STYLIST. It is easy both to get on and to later get off.
Another great feature of the Division is our web site. This is a resource that can be accessed anytime to find out further information about the division, the contest and other services available, writing in general and the Federation. The address for this is http://www.nfb-writers-division.net
Yet another great resource is our monthly telephone meetings. There we meet and talk, get to know one another, share knowledge about writing, support one another and more. (You call into a long distance number and the conference room is free.) Most months we have a guest speaker to talk and/or teach us something about writing. We usually meet on the last Sunday of the month. A notice goes out to members as a reminder. 
The Division also hosts an annual writing contest for poetry, short fiction and for creative non-fiction. There is both a section for youth and adults. You can read more about it on our web site (URL above).
We also publish a quarterly magazine called, “SLATE & STYLE.” Within its pages we feature poetry, short stories and “how to do” articles about writing. All members receive a copy in their personal inbox.
Another great gathering of members for the purpose of learning about our craft and for the conducting of division business is our annual workshop and business meeting. These two events, together, take place at the National Convention of the National Federation of the Blind in July. The workshop part of the meeting is always interesting; it can be a guest speaker such as a publisher or published author, it might be an interactive lecture on writing skills or it could be a time for members to share their craft. 
To join the Division, we have an annual dues fee of $10.00. There are two ways of going about paying your dues. First, you may send a check or money order for $10.00 (U.S. currency) made out to the --- NFB Writers’ Division, and send it to our treasurer, Shawn Jacobson, at 19541 Olney Mill Rd., Olney, Md 20832.
Or, a second option is PayPal from our Website. Include your name, address, phone number, email address. 
Finally, please be informed, that with your membership to the Writers’ Division, that if you are not presently a member of a local chapter or state affiliate, or another Division of the Federation, then by your membership with us, you are now an official member of the National Federation of the Blind. This then makes you eligible to receive a copy of the NFB’s flag-ship magazine, “the Braille Monitor. 
The greatest benefits of membership are more than having Slate & Style delivered directly to you. As a member, you will have discounted entry fees into the writing contest and discounted fees for any and all services provided by the National Federation of the Blind Writers’ Division. Also, you will have access to join in on all of the Monthly Gathering calls that are held, and as said, these are great for education and networking within the writers’ world. So come join the best little division in the Federation.

